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no thinning out or spreading going on, with regard to the light of the 
first room. The large additional amount of light which, in Nature, we 
here see to be the true result from the enlargement of the space — the 
light now in the additional rooms — is supplied from the same single 
source, without any of this thinning or expanding ; without withdrawing 
from the center room the smallest amount of its original illumination." 
(Sol. 111. of the Sol. Sys., p. 61.) 

Although scientific men are now pretty generally convinced of the 
truth of the fact here pointed out, the teaching of so many ages has pro- 
duced a large amount of misapprehension which, like all error, can best 
be removed by discussion, for which none are better qualified, on their 
side of the question, than those few professional men who still remain 
unconvinced, either in America or in Europe. 

I may mention that, as in the case of my Berkeleian expositions, I, 
on this occasion also, offered a prize for the purpose of making it clear to 
the uninitiated that no one could disprove the facts I indicate. I offered 
a prize of fifty guineas, through my publishers, to professional men in all 
countries, for the best disproof of my facts, or best justification of their 
own theory, which any four or five of them could agree upon among 
themselves as sufficient, / requiring no further arbitration. It was open 
for one year ; and, as in Berkeley's case, here also my opponents, as I 
expected, were not able to send in a single essay. 

Such are three questions now calling for discussion, and such the 
position in which each question stands. 

I remain, my dear sir, faithfully yours, 

Collyns Simon. 



Exjgbt, England. 



PEIL OSOPHEMES. 



BELF-KNO WLEDOE. 
Know first thyself, then all things see, 
God and thy fellow find in thee ; 
Around, above, to thee is naught, 
Save as thou findest in thy thought. 
Deeper tby depth, sense mure profound, 
Than heart or head avail to sound. 

TEE HEART. 
Heart, my heart, whose pulse's play 

Repeats each moment's destiny, 
Dost all tby life's terrestrial day 

Dial, on time, my past eternity. 
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THE ONI. 

One is One in holy Three, 
Unlapsed in Self's duplicity. 

CHARITY. 

Her tenements and estates 

She letteth fair and free, 
Taketh nor rents nor rates, 

Asketh not usury ; 
Earth, air, and fire, the sea, 

She loveth to dispense, 
Nor stints necessity, 

Nor doleth Providence. 

MANHOOD. 

Success, success ! to thee, to tbee, 
As to a god, men bend the knee ; 
The gold alone the gold can buy, 
Manhood 's the sterling currency. 

INNOCENCE. 

Blest Pair 1 all beautiful, unblamed, 
Naked are they, chaste, unashamed, 
No fruits forbidden them to taste, 
Till shame despoils the sweet repast ; 
Life's brimming cup, if once we spill, 
Time's longest term shall not refill. 

PBE-EXISTENCE. 

Alas ! how little thought is spent 
On our birth-song, preeminent ; 
Fond recollections, vague and vast, 
Glad tidings of our ancient past ! 
This did the blest Messias teach, 
And this his ministers must preach. 

ATONEMENT. 

Love loves to suffer, sacrifice ; 
He suffers so, and stoops to rise, 
His head upon his breast he bends, 
And, resurrect, to heaven ascends. 

HEATH. 

Death ! thou utterest deeper speech, 

A tenderer, truer tone, 
Than all our languages can reach, 

Though all were voiced in one. 
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Thy glance is deep, and far beyond 

All that our eyes can see, 
Assures to fairest hopes and fond 

Their immortality. 



INFANCY. 

Nurseling, underneath the sky, 

Finds itself a shapen I ; 

Feels itself, through all it sees, 

Loveliest of mysteries. 

Yet wondering why its real age 

So blotted is on time's strange page, 

And all life long with ceaseless fret 

Conning the puzzling alphabet. 

HUMAN LIFE. 

Pause and reflect; — benignant Fate 

Wreathes not with flowers life's narrow gate, 

Rather her pleasant plots adorns 

With hedge-rows round of prickly thonis ; 

Hard were our lot, esteemed severe, 

Were it all smiles without one tear. 

PARADISE. 

Up, onward, and ever. 

Be thy brave endeavor, 

Yet know thou shalt not find 

ParaJise, save in thy mind ; 

Forth from self thou canst not flee, 

Thou tak'st bale or bliss with tliee. 

THE TRINITY. 

The Three he saw, the One adored, 
The Father, Son, Inspiring Word, 
Blest Three in One, while One in Three, 
In undivided unity. 

CHRISTIANITY. 

The gracious faith, our heart's felt need. 
Love's sovereign grace fused in our creed ; 
Its genial truths set forth in lovely guise, 
And read anew with newly christened eyes : 
What were Christ Jesus' life, and gospel sweet, 
If not in loving hearts he fixed his holy seat ? 
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HUNGER. 

" Take this, my child," the Father said— 
" This globe I give thy mind for bread." 
Eager he seized the proffered store, 
The bait devoured, then asked for more. 

THE SPHINX. 

Gaze not upon this Charmer's face 

In an unguarded hour, 
Lest, caught and clasped in dire embrace, 

Thyself the Maid devour, 
Unless thou straight apply the key 
That opes her fearful mystery. 

SINGLENESS. 

When thou approachest to the one, 

Self from thyself thou first must free, 
Thy cloak duplicity cast clean aside, 

And in the Being's Being be. 

FACE AND SURFACE. 

Pure mind is face, 

Brute matter, surface all, 
As souls, immersed in space, 

Ideal rise, or idol fall. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Forth from the chaos dawns in sight 
The globe's full form in orbed light ; 
Beam kindles beam, kind mirrors kind, 
Nature's the eyeball of the mind ; 
Its fleeting pageant tells for naught, 
Till shaped in mind's creative thought. 

LIFE. 

Life omnipresent is, 

All round about us lies, 

To fashion forth itself 

In thought and ecstasy, 

In wonder and surprise ; 

Each thing with life is fraught, 

Matter precipitate of thought ; 

Round the wide world thought ceaseless runs, 

Its circuit suited to superior suns ; 

From mote and mountain hastes to flee, 

Darting at its infinity. 
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ADAM. 
Man omnipresent is, 

All round himself he lies, 
Osiris spread abroad 

Upstaring in all eyes ; 
Nature his globed thought, 
Without him she were naught ; 
Cosmos from chaos were unspoken, 
And God bereft of visible token. 

THE SEEMING. 

The mind's sphere 

Is not here ; 

The ideal guest, 

With ceaseless quest, 

Pursues the best. 

The very better, 

Meanwhile her fetter, 

Her prescient desire, 

Higher and still higher, 

Is ever fleeing 

Past Seeming to Being ; 

Nor doth the sight content itself with seeing ; 

While forms emerge, they fast from sense are fleeing ; 

Things but appear, to vanish into Being. 

A. Bronson Alcott. 
Cokcobd, Mass. 



DR. WILLIAM JAMES ON GREAT MEN AND GREAT THOUGHTS 
versus ENVIRONMENT. 

In the Atlantic Monthly for October, 1880, Dr. James contributed 
an article on the subject of the production of genius by the environment. 
Our readers are familiar with the clearness and cogency of this writer 
through his interesting articles in this Journal on " The Brute and the 
Human Intellects," " Mr. Spencer's Definition of Mind," " The Spatial 
Quale," etc., and with similar articles that he has published in M. Ribot's 
Revue Philosophique, and in "Mind" (the great English organ of psy- 
chology and philosophy). The article under present consideration in the 
Atlantic seems to us the best of all that has come from his pen. We copy 
two paragraphs from the article containing summary statements of his 
position : 

"The evolutionary view of history, when it denies the vital impor- 
tance of individual initiative, is, then, an utterly vague and unscientific 
conception, a lapse from modern scientific determinism into the most 



